
NOTICE'OF EXEMPTION 

TO: 181 Office of Planning and R�search 
Stale Clearinghouse 
1400 T.enth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

181 County .Glerk 
County of Sonoma 
.586 Fiscal Drive, Room 103 
S�nta, t{osa, CA 95403 

FROM: Sonoma County Water Agency. 
404 Aviation Blvd. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

Project Title: Mark West Wiklup Open Space Preserve Fee TIiie Purchase and Conservation Easement 

ProJect Loc;ttton- Specific: The proj�ct Is locate·d at 5001 Carriage Lana and !ldjacent to Mark West Creek In the Larkfleld/Wiklup 
nalg_hborhood of unincorporated Sonoma County, California. 

Project Locatioh - City: Uni_ncorporated Project- Location - County: Sonoma 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of ProJec\: Sonoma County Agricultural· Preservation and Open Space District 
(District) Is funding Sonoma County Waler Agency's (Sorioma Water) purchase ofa fee Interest of the approximately 30-acre property. 
Sonoma Water is acquiring the property for the potential to further prosrams related to habitat restoration, groundwater opportunities, 
water education, and recreational opportunities for the public. Sonoma Water will execute a Purchase and Sale Agr.eement with the 
landowner WBR, LLC. As a condition of the District's funding, Sonoma Water will co.rwey a conservation easement arid recreation 
conservation covenant, along with an associated Offer to Dedicate the fee lnti:rest, to the District at closing. The conservation 
easement will protect the scenic, natural, recreational, and educational resource values of the Property, whl.ch Is adjacent Mark West 
Creek and the densely ,populated Larkfield-Wiklup neighborhood. The recreation covenant will ensure .the Property is open to the public 
within three years-after execution and in perpetuity as a park and ·open spaci;i preserve after future compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Name of Public-Agency Approving Project: Sonoma County Water Agency 

Name of Pers.on or Agency Carrying Out Project: Sonoma County Water Agency 

Exempt Status (check one): 

•□ Mlniste·rlal (Sac. 21080(b)(1); 15268). 
D Declared Emergen�y (Sec. 21080{b):(3); 15269(a)). 
□ Emergency Project (Sec.21080 (tJ)(4); 15269(b)(c)).. 
l8I Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Sections 15316 (Transfer of ownership of land In order to create parks), 
15317 (Open space contracts or easements), 15325 (Transfers of owhershlp of interest in land to preserve existing natural 
condlllohs and historical resource), (a) Acquisttlon, sale, or other transfer of areas to preserve. the existing na.turai conditions, 
including plant or animal habitats, · cc) Acquisition, sale, oroth.er_tr�nsfer to allow restoration of natural conditions, Including plant 9r 
anlmal habitats, & (f): Acquisition, sale, ·or other transfer to preserve open space or lands. for park pu�poses. : 
181 Statutory Exemptions. State Code-number: Public Res'qurces Cod!l Section 21080.28 (a)(1) The acquisition, Sijle, or other 
transfer of Interest In land by a public agency for any of the following purposes: (,!\) Pr.eservation of natural conditions exl.stlng at the 
tlhle,ot_transfer, lncl�dlng plant and animal habitats, (B) Restoration of natural conditions·, Including plant and animal habitats, & {F) 
Pres·ervallon of open space ot' lands for park purposes. 

Reasons.why project is exempt: Tlw purchase and sale agr(lement and execution of the conservation easement and recreation 
covenant acquisition, aiong with an associated Offer to Dedicate the f(le Interest to the District is exempt because the purpose of the 
project Is to preserve the natural condition of the Property, · Includjng plant and .animal hablfats;-the restoration of natural conditions 
Including plant and animal h llats; and the preservation of open space or lands for•pijrk purposes. This project is also exempt because 

�� the purpose is to provid a park and to maintain the open space charac;ter of the area. 

Area CodefTetephone/Extension: (707) 495-6072 ' 

·General Mana e /Z,.·l,2 ·4 
Signat!lre 

D Signed by Lead Agency 
D Signed by Applicant 

This notice was posted on 12/12/2023 
and wlll remain posted for a period of thirty days 
through 01/12/2024 
Doc No.49-12122023-399 

Tille Date 

Date received for filing at OPR:·----,--------�------

Deva Marie Proto, County Clerk 
BY:'lltl}/la,--. 

Mary Damon, Deputy clerk 






